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Thursday, Sol August, 1395.

Arbitration Bill: third reading-f'artnershij' Bill
third reading--Criniinat Evidence Bill: third
reading-Justices Appointment Bill: Legisla-
tive Council's Amendments - Appointment of
Joint Commnittee re Mines, Regulation Bill:
Legislative Co,,ncil's Afessage.-Dutties on Es-
tles oflDeceased Persons Bill; second reading-
Licensed Surveyors Bitt; Legislative Coun1016s
amelndments- Mfarried Womten's Propert(y Bill;
first ,tadiny-1stinates, 1895-6; Miessagefio)ii
his Excellency the Admniistrator-Fiianticl
.Statent-Ifedic.t Act Amend ...ent Bill;,- in
comunittee-Taniff Act Aniendmtent Bilt;1motion
for leave to introduce-Adjourunment.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair

o'clock P.M.

at 4.301

PRv Es..

ARBITRATION BILL.

TIRD) READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted by
message to the Legislative Council.

PARTNERSHIP BILL.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted by
message to the Legislative Council.

CRIMINAL EVIDENCE BILL.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted

message to the Legislative Council.
by

JUSTICES APPOINTMENT BILL.

LEOISI.ATIV E COUNCILS flINMTNTS.

IN COMMITTE.

Thie ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) moved that all the amendments made
in the Bill by the Legislative Council, as con-
tained in the revised print of the Bil before
hon. members, be agreed to. He explained
that the amendments were, in each case,
merely verbal, without changing the meaning,
and were unobjectionable.

Qaestion pitt and passed.
Resolution of Committee reported.
Report adopted.

rugis fit fillt
Ordered, that the resolution be transmitted

by message to the Legislative Council.

APPOINTMENT OF JOINT COMMITTEE

re MINES REGULATION BILL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S WSIAGE.
IN COMMITTEE.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said the Legislative Council had asked
for the appointment of a Select Committee of
both Houses to consider the provisions of the
Mines Regulation Bill. He had no doubt but
the Bill would provoke agood deal of discussion,
and possibly some little excitement. The Bill
wvas one that sought to do justice to the miners
on the goldfields who had to work under-
ground, and was devoted almost wholly to
the protection of life, and the prevention of
injury t., the workmen. The Bill was on the
same lines as that in force in Queensland, and
although some of the provisions were rather
advanced, he thought the Government might
be trusted not to bring anything forward that
was too advanced. There wasl no ground for
the capitalist, nor anyone ekse, to be alarmed
at the provisions of the Bill, because they
would really do no harm. He considered
human life should be above all other considera-
tions. A Committee of both Houses would be
able to give the question fair consideration,
and take evidence from people who knew
more about the matter than the Government
could possibly do. He did not think any time
would be lost by complying with the request.
and therefore he moved that the request of
the Legislative Council be compliedl with.

Mn. RI. F. 811OIL said he had no objection
to referring-the question to a joint select comn-
mnittee, but he did hope, when they brought up
their report, they would give the reasons
for their conclusions, and not present such
documents as had lately been presented
as the reports of certain Select Committees.
He objected to the system into which they
had drif ted. The Rouse had a right to know
the reasons that led committees to certain con-
olusions, and those reasons should be stated in
the report. He contended they should insist
upon such a course being followed.

MR. ILLING WORTH said he wished to
draw the attention of the Hon. the Attorney-
General to the fact that the Bill had never
been before hon. members of the Assembly.
It struck him He being a very peculiar thing
thut a Bill should be introduced into the
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Legislative Council, and then that the
Assembly should be asked to appoint a corn-
mnittee to consider a Bill they had never seen.
Such a thing was u"heard of, and he should
therefore oppose the resolution of the Attor-
ney-General.

Ma. SIMPSON said, that without being
deeply read in constitutionadllaw and procedure.
be thought the course they were asked to
adopt was unparalleled. The Bill had been
introduced into the Legislativeuouncil-andhe
spoke of that Council with great respect-and
it bad only reached a preliminary &tage when
they were asked to appoint a&Joint Committee
to consider it. Such a course had never before
been adopted. Trhe action was tantamount to
asking the Assembly to give expert evidence
upon the Bill. If such a Committee were
appointed, he doubted whether their report
could he received by the Rouse, seeing they
have never had the Hill before them. He
appreciated the Dill heartily, but deprecated
the departure from Parliamentary practice.

Mu. LEAKE asked for a ruling upon a
point of order as to whether that commnittee
could appoint a Select Committee upon a Bill
that had never been before them.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S. Burt)
said. before the Chairman gave his ruling he
wished to point out, that if the Legislative
Council had its own Select Committee, and
came to its own conclusions upon the matter,
apart from any conference with members of
the Assembly, it would be all the more difficult
afterwards to move them from their conclu-
sions, or to convince them of their error. He
considered it would facilitate the passing of
the Bill if both Houses could c~usider it at
the samie Lime. If they did not do so, the Bill
would come to them with all the amendments
made in another place, nud the Assembly
could not then ask f or a Joint Com-
mittee, because the Legislative Council
would then have considered and passed it. He
did not th ink that the course suggested was
any departure from Parliamentary practice,
and he could not see how otherwise they could
get the advantage of having the measure con-
sidered by both Houses at the same time.

Tn E C HAIRMA N, in reply to th e hon. mem-
ber, said that Standing Order 238 provided for
intercourse between the two Houses. 11Comn-
munica~tion with the Legislative Council may
be by message, or by conference, or by Select
Commuittees to confer with each other." It was
evident from that Standing Order that select

committees conferring with each other were
contemplated. Standing Order 253 provides,
"No select committee shall1 confer with a
select committee of the Legislative Council
without an order of the Legislative Assembly
made on motion." That pre-supposed select
committees appointed by the two Houses, and
that some communication might be held between
them. A conference was named when a Bill
had passed one Rouse, but there were two
methods pre-supposed as means of commnunica-
tion tinder the Standing Orders-one was by
a joint Commnittge, and the other by a con-
ference of hon. members of the two Houses.
tie therefore held it to be quite Parliamen-
tary to proceed with this resolution.

Mn. SIMPSON said he did not see any
necessity in this particular Bill to depart
from the ordinary procedure. Supposing the
Legislative Council passed a Bill, and it was
introduced into that House, and in its wisdom
th e House made further al terationas, then they
might have a conference as to their differ-
ences. But this case was different. Ue knew
unofficially that the Bill in the Legislative
Council was only in its preliminary stage,
and he did not think there was sufficient
ground to warrant a departure frota the
ordinary practice. The Standing Orders implied
or suggested that the Bill should have passed
the second reading stage before it was
referred to a Select Committee.

MR. JAMES said he thought it would be
mach better: if the Leogislative Council would
discuss the weasure in the usual way. He
did not see how they could appoint a, Select
Committee to represent them upon a ques-
tion that hsd not been before the House.
and upon which no expression of opinion
had been heard. A. Select Committos4 wan
representative of the views of bon. members,
as they had been expressed, the expression
of opinion being used as a guide in the ap-
pointm eat of the individual members of any
Select Committee. Ho thought they would be
doing wrong if they deleg-ated to any Select
Comumittee such power as was asked for Oy
that resolution.

Me. RANDELL said he wished to draw at-
tentLion to Standing Order 127, which seemed
to have some bearing upon the qeiestion.
Taking that Standing Order into consideration,
they could not possibly appoint a. Select Com-
mittee, as4 requested by the Legislative Coun-
cil. That Standing Order said -No hon.
member shell allude to any debate in either
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House, or to any measure impending therein."
It seemed to be a necessary condition to the
appointment of any SelectCommittee that they
should have the Bill before them. He was
not quite sure whether Bills had ever been
introduced into both Hones sirnuttaneously.
Tire proper way was for the Bill to go through,
and if the necessity aros afterwards, then a
conference could be held.

MR. MARMION said he nlerstood the m-
quest of the Legislative Council was for that
House to confer with them through the
medium of a Select Committee. If bon. mem-
bers referred to Standing Order 246 they
would find it said "No conference shall be
requested by the Legislative Assembly upon
the subject of any Bi.l or mo)tion of which
the Legislative Council is at the same time in
possession."

Tax CHAIRMAN said be had referred to
the Standing Orders bearing upon the
matter of who should take the initiative in the
matter.

MR. SIMPSON aked if it were possible
for them to appoint a Select Committee upon
a Bill, of which they knew nothing, because it
hadt not been tabled in the House.

Ma. MARMION called the Chairinan~s
attention to Standing Order 245, which said
"During any conference the business of the
Legislative Assembly shall be suspended,"
and the same referred to the Legislative
Council.

Tns CHAIRMAN said that two distinct
things were contemplated by the Standing
Orders, and he did not see any reason to
depart from his previously expressed opinion.

AM. a.R. F. SI{OLL said, apart from the
qluestion of whether the resolution was in
order or not, it was altogether inexpedient
for that House to appoint a Joint Committee
upon a sub~ject that had not been discussed by
them. So far as he knew, no argument had
been advanced as a reason why that question
should he referred to a Select Committee,
and to so refer it would be adopting a very
dangerous precedent. Upon so important a
matter there should be ample discussion in
both Houses. It had been rightly aid by the
hon. member for East Perth that members of
Select Committees were appointed according
to the views they expressed upon the question
at issue. He hoped the Rouse would not
agree to the request contained in the resolu-
tion. The measure was a most important one,
but he considered there had been sound

reasons given why they should not comply
with the request.

Tax CHAI[RMAN said on page 398 of May
it was stated that Joint Committees were
originated by the House of Commons. [Ma.
Sraox tOriginated by the Commons.] He0
had given his ruling, and he adhered to it,
that the procedure was parliamentary, and
sanctioned by the Standing Orders.

Sin JAS. LEE-STEERE said he could not
say he thought the apj ointment of a Joint
Committee of both Houses was altogether out
of order, but it was to him very objectionable
for the reason that, in theory, one House was
not supposed to know what was going on in the
other House. They knew nothing except by
report. They did not knowv that any such
BiUl had been initroduced into the other Homse.
They had received a message asking for a
Joint Committee, and the committee had to
report on August 28th. They did not know
upon what the Joint Committee was, going to
report, except that it was upon a Bill of which
they (the Assembly) had no knowledge what-
ever, because it had never been before them.
In theory they did not know that it was be-
fore the Legislative Council, and he opposed
the appointment of any such Joint Corn.
mnittee.

InE CHII~RMAN said hon. members would
understad he hadmsid nothing abeut the pro-
priety Of the proceeding.

Mu. CONNOR said he objected to the
resolution because it asked them to appoint a
committee to consider something of wrhich the
House was not cognisant. It would form a
precedent for which they would be sorry after-
wards.

MR, ILLINGWORTH said he wished to
emphasize the fact that such a practice sawas
Pcentemplated by the resolution had never
before occurred in his recollection, and he had
never read of any such occurrence. They, no
doubt, had a perfect right to confer with the
the Legislative Council, and they had a per-
fect right to appoint a Joint Committee, but
not upon a measure that had never been sub-
mitted to that House. He wished to know
what was the object in that particular ease.
Supposing Lhey had a Bil in hand, Rod it was
in jeopardy, it would be a proper thing for
anyone desiring to save the Bill to ask for a
Select Committee to consider it; so that they
mnight come to some unanimity upon it, but
it would not b'e wise to~u abohn, members in
the Legislative Council to appoint a commit-
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tee to confer with them to help them to pass
the Bill. If the Hill were not sufficiently good
on its merits it should be mended or ended.
He did not see how anything would be gained
by pursuing such an irregular and~1unwise
course ,a to appoint a, joint committee to con-
fer with a Committee of the Legislative
Council. It would be a grave departure from
Parliamentary practice, and he hoped the re-
solution would be rejected.

MRt. LOTON said the earliest time at. which
that House could appoint a Select Committee
was upon the second reading of the Bill, but
up to that time the Bill had not been before
them. He did not think it wise to appoint any
five hon. members of that House to consider a
matter upon which no opinion bad been ex-
pressed by thee other bon. mllembers. lo enter-
tain the resolution would bie to enter upon a
series of difficulties that need not be encount-
ered. Thu hon. members of the Legislative
Council were surely competent to deal with
the Bill in sit its stages. If they were not
than they should throw it out. Aiter th~ey
had dealt with it ill the Council, and the Bill
caime beforethem there, if difficulty arose, then,
they might ask for a committee. So far as he
was concerned he was anxious to do all lie
possibly could, for the measure, but he could
not see his way clear to support the resolu-.
tion.

MR. CLARKSON said he had heard no rea-
son advanced why the coumaittee should depart
from the usual course. He suggested that as
the Legislative Council had so much legal
talent, they (the Assembly) might invite some
of them to come there and discuss the watter
with them.

THiE AflORNEY-GENER&L (Heon. S. Burt)
said the only object the Government had was
to save time, He admitted there were grave
objections and the Governmeat did not wish
to press thes matter. He asked leave to with-
draw the resolution.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Tug A!flORNEY..GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) woved "That the Legislative Assembly
regrets, inasmuch as the Mines Regulation
Bill is not, and has never been, before this
House, that the Legislative Assembly is uin-
able to agree to appoint &::elect Committee to
enquire into its provisions."

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported.
Report adopted.

Ordered that the res.Aetion be transmitted
by mnessage to the Legislative Council.

GIOLDFIELDS BILL.

SE.COND READING: ADJOURNED DEBlATE.

MR. ILL[NOWOR'lH: I move to post-
pone this debate until after the consideration
of motion No. 2. My object is to defer it uin-
til after the delivery of the Budget Speech.
It is not desirable to discuss so important a
question as this at so late an hour. Besides
which, we are wakring the arrival of certain
information which is already en ronte,and it is
desirable we shoulId hav e all the information
possible in discussing the question,

MR. MORAN: I have much pleasure in
assenting to the proposition. I do not think
any renmarks I have to make would take
very lop. but, at the same time, it is not
the slightest use to hurry an imuportant maea-
sure of this kind, or rush it through the
House.

Question put and passed.
Debate further postponed.

DUTIES ON BSTATES OF lDhUEASED
FERSONS BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tim A'ITORN nY-S FNBRAL (Hon. S.
Burt):- I rise to ask the House to agree to
the second reading of this B ill, which imposes
duties upon the estates of deceased persons.
The Bill ha" bepen very muchtallred aboutinthe
country for somneconsiderable timnepast. Since
the Government have been in office we have
hesitated to introduce a measure of this des-
crip tion, because we thought the amount to be
collected tinder it would be rather smiall, and up
to bh.s year that the Bill would be premature.
Now that people are growing richer, and have
money to leave behind them, it may be well
to try and get a little revenue, The hon.
member for Fremantle need not fear any
alarm, because those. who are mtaking fortunes
on the goldfields and elsewhere would not
refuse to allow us a percentage of revenue
after they are gone, so long as we leave them
alone while they are living. The Government
has remitted a very large amount of duties
that affected all parties, and we now propose to
get a lttle of it back by the means of thistBill.'
The BUi only applies to those who leave money
behind them after they are dead. It refers to
what iscalled the final ba'anee, after paying
all debts. That beingec, hen.mieinberawili
not export us to receive a very large revenue
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from this source. The amount to be collected
will be levied upon the final balance, after
deducting £500. In the case of an estate say
of.9L.500.duty would belevied upon £1,000.
Ifan estate exceeds £1,500 then the whole
amount, after deducting debts, will be taxed.
That is aprinciple thtis applied everywhere
infBills of this description. No doubt the
amounts left in this colony by will, or in care
of an intestacy, will be -ma11l, ad therefore we
have mode theoamountsenmall which are to be
deduct~d. Web have only'exeniptedl estates n-
der A5OO-for anything over thatup to £1,500
there is an allowance of £500 f ree, and over
£1,600, the payment will have to be on the
full amount. The rate of duty will be
seen by reference to the second suhedlule.
It ranges from one per cent, up to ten per
cent. In the case of estates over the value
of £2100,000 we propose to take the maximum
amount of 10 per cent. No one leaving a
sum of that kind could have the slightest
objection to such an arrangement as that.
There is nothing new in the Bill. It is the
law in England, and in all the other col-
onies, and the only reason why it has not
been introduced in this colony boforeis because
of the small amount that wai likely to be
collected under it. There are no provisions
in the Bill caling for special remark. Upon
money that is left to certain members of the
family, duty is to be chargeable at one-half
the rate set out in the schedule. That would
come under section 10, or the third schedule.
Any case of settlement is to come under this
Act just as if it had boon duly willed.

MR. ILLINGWOUTH -What about marriage
settlements ?

THE ArrORNEY-GENERAL (Ron. S.
Burt): That is exempted by Clause 7. Pro-
vision is made in the Bill whereby the Master
of the Supreme Court can secure full pay-
ment if too little has been paid, and also
refund amounts if too much haes been charged.
It is necessary, perhaps, to say a word or
two upon Clause 23. It my be in the re-
collection of Boma hon. members that in 1894

. the Chancellor of the Exchequer introduced
into the House of Commnons, what was called
"T'he Finance Bill." It caused sonme excite-
ment at the time by providing, for the levy-
ing of duty upon the estates of deceased
persons, after the manner of this Bill. If a
colonist died in England. and had property
in Western Australia, the Government of the
United Kingdom would deduct any amount

of duty that had been paid in this colony
provided this colony did likewise. That is
a compromise that was provided in the
twentieth section of the Finance Bill of 1894'
It is a sort of reciprocal arrangement.
Clause 23 says" Where the Master is satisfied
that duty is payable in the United Kingdom,
he shall allow a sum equal to the amount of
that duty to be deducted for the duty payable
in Western A ustralia under this Ac;, in res-
spect of that property, on the same death."
The idea is that the saine property shall notpay
duty twice, or in two countries. We are not
able to say what the Bill will produce. It may
he said, now that our finances are flourishing.
why introduce it at allP I think it should be
placed upon ourstatuto book, because we do not
know wban any rich estate ma~yfall Iin, and there
is no reason why this particular revenue should
not be reaped. If we can reap anything appre-
ciable, it will make it all the more easy to re-
duce other taxation. I think I am right in
saying that at present there is no necessity to
set out what is the value of a deceased person's
estate. There is no rule of Court, thbough it is
generally done. From what I can ascertain of
the value of the estates which have been de-
clared in the Supreme Court, the duty that
would have been payable this last year, calcu-
lated upon the basis of the second Schedule,
would have been about £1,500. That is not a
large sum, but t am persuaded that when a
person has to state in detail what the estate
constats of, and under the supervision of the
Master, that amount would be doubled
within 12 months after the Bill comes into
force, I think it is right that we should lay
our bands upon this revenue. It is right and
just, and can create no grievance. I move the
second reading of the Bill.

Me. LOTON: I rise, Sir, simply to say I am
glad the Government have thought well to
bring in a measure of this kind, and I shall
support the principle of the Bill, leaving the
details to be dealt with in Committee. Ifame,
firmr believer in the principle that we should
raise taxation from the capital people leave
behind them at their deiease. It is a step in
the direction of doing away with the system of
taxation as it is applied through the Custom
House, and such an alteration is very much
wanted. Of course the start may be a
small one, hut big results sometimes follow
small beginings, and it is probable, in
the times of prosperity this colony is enjoying
some people will accumuilate fortunes during
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the next ten or fifteen years, to such an extent
that the duties on their estates when they die
will prove a most acceptable addition to the
revenue. I have very much pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading of this Bill.

Mn. WOOD. I have very much pleasure
also, Mr. Speaker, in supporting the second
reading of this Bill. I think such Bills as
these are very good indeed, both in principle
ns well as effect. It is a right principle that
people who are able to pay should be those
made to pay, and the burden of taxation
should fall on those best able to bear it. I
regard this measure 'with the same favor as I
would a Stamp Act, or an Income Tax. The
principle is a good one, and is one of the steps
in the direction of carrying taxation into the
proper channels for raising the revenue of the
country. I heartily support the second read-
ing.

Mn.B. F. SHOLL: I certainly disagree with
the remarks that have fallen from the hon.
members who have just spoken. I believe
this is not the time to increase the
taxation in any form whatever, We are re-
ducing it at one time, and putting it on at
another. In a time of prosperity such as we
are now enjoying, we do not want a tax such
as is proposed. It should be kept back until
further taxation is required. It appears to
me that as the Government have reduced tax-
ation through the Custom Hlouse. they are
merely bringing in these measures to make up
for it. We should not impose taxation of this
character until a time of adversity, and when
we may require the revenue. I would like t~o
draw attention to the first paragraph of the
second schedule, which states that " where
the total value of such estates, after deduct-
ing all debts, exceeds £2500 and does not ex-
ceed 4l.,500, on the excess over £600-i per
cent," To my wind, the Government baa not
made the minimum sufficiently high. I
do not think we have any right to tax an
estate which realises only £500, even to the
extent of one per cent.

THE Arroawsvz - GxwNEAx. (Hon. S. Burt):
Estates are exempt up to £500.

ME. R. F. SHOLL: I still do not believe
that we should tax an estate of £21,000. Per-
sonlly, I would like to sea the minimum
raised to over £10,000 ; for 5 per cent. on such
an estate as that would only give £600 per
annum to the legabees. I think we should
make every effort to reduce taxation, unless
we are forced to do otherwise in a time of ad-

vansity. I am certainly in sympathy with the
principles of the Bill, but do not think it is
necessary at the present time.

M~r. SOLOMON: I have much pleasure in
supporting this Bill. I agree with the bon.
members who regard the Bill as being
a step in the right direction. The
tendency of such a Bill is to reduce the taxa-
tion through the Customn House, and that is a
thing very much to be desired. There are
various clauses of the Bill which may stand a
little alteration, bitt the principle is a good
one, and the measure can be turned out in a
satisfactory form. T am very glad indeed that
it has been brought forward, and it will have
my most hearty support.

MR. CONNOR: I would also wish, Mr.
Speaker, to say that I thoroughly approve of
this Bill, and have much pleasure in support-
tug the second reading. I believe the measure
will be one of the host this House will have
passed. I would have said nothing further
excepting for references of the hon. member
the for Gasroyne. He has informed us that he
disagrees with the Bill, because it does not
reduce taxation. Now, Sir, hon. members of
this House will have a very clear recollec-
tion of a6 time when the hon. member
voted against the reduction of the duty on a
particular elass of imports. For my part
I think the Government are now proceeding
in the proper way in order to collect the
revenue of the country, atnd I regret that the
hon. ibember for the Gascoyne does not still
hold the principles he did when he voted
against the abolition of the Stock Tax.

MR. R. F. SHeLL rI rise to explain, Sir, that
at the time I voted on that matter I clearly
explained myself. I did not oppose the
principle of the reduction, but voted against
it because reductions desired by the districts
I represent were refused by hon. members who
were supporting the other proposal. I protest
against the hon. member misrepresenting me.

Mr. CONNOR: Then you did not vote against
the principle of the Bill, but only against the
Bill itself. I am satisfied in my own mind
that in such methods of taxation as that in
the Bill, the Government are taking the
legitimate steps for raising the revenue of
the country, end the effect must eventually
be to Still further reduce the burden of
taxation on the people.

MR, MARMION:- lam delighted at the light-
hearted way in which members e approach-
ing this subject. No doubt there are few
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of us who do not wish we had to pay the sum
of X10,000 into the Treasury, because we had
been left a legacy, of £100,000, or perhaps hon.
members ane looking forward to the time
when they will shuffle off this mortal coil and
leave this handsome Barn for others to pay. I
am entirely in favor of the Bill, and I regard
it as a means whereby we shall possibly be
able to reduce the taxation on other articles.
Some hion, members are looking towards these
measures as being a step towards Free Trade,
but I would advise them, to first catch their
fish before they cook it. As reveone is
raised in this way, taxation through the Custom
House can be reduced, but only to the equiva-
lent of what is raised by the new form of
taxation. The measure is a popular one, and T
congratulate the Government on introducing
it. I believe that this class of taxation was
introduced in the other colonies in hard times,
and when they greatly required the -money.
At the same time the Bifl is a good one, and so
is theprinciple. It is only prof or that peopie
who havemadoe money in the colony and have
accumulated wealth under the wise and liberal
laws passed by this House, should contribute
something towards the cost of Government of
the country out of their estate.

Ma. TLLINGWORTI{: I ama entirely in
favor of the principle of this Bill, hut I would
like to ask the Attorney.General a question as
to Clause 7. 1 would suggest in connection
with that clause that there is a greatdifference
between a sum of money which comes from the
result of on insurance policy, and any money
which comes as accumulated wealth. The
object of the Bill, I take it, is to tax accumu-
lated wvealtb, bnt when a man pays for a policy
of life insurance he is doing so the greater part
of his life, and can only pay by his own personal
savings and those of his family as well. His
family are deprived of whatever portion of
their income is necessary to provide the pay-
ments on his policy, and it certainly appears
to me that there should be added to the list
of exiemptions money which comes through a
life policy. T'he tax we wait is not one on this
class of investmentbuton accumulated wealth.
I would ask the Attorney-Genera! to consider
the point. I am sure he is in sympathy with
it, sand will draw up whatever amendment may
be necessary. In every other respect I
have much pleasure in supporting the
Bill. I would only like to ayone word with
regard to the remarks made by the hon.
member for Fremantle. The tax was imposed

in Victoria at the time of her greatest prosf-
perity-in the height of the boomn,and when
that colony was supposed to have a surplus
of a million and ashalf. The individual wealth
of a man which comes to him unearned by
the decease of some person of accumulated
wealth should be taxed, but not any money
which cmes to a widow or family after they
have been assisting for many years to keep
in force the life policy of which it is the re-
suit.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. S
Hurt):- I think there is a very great deal in
what the hon. member for Narinino hassaid
and I will consider the matter. 'There is
certainly&a very great difference between the
two classes of wealth, and I agree with him
that money, the result of a life insurance
policy, should be exempt within certain limits.
I know he would not wish to see an exemp-
tion in a case where a person was insured
one year, and died the next year. That is not
the class of cas he refers to.

MR. LEAKE moved that the debate be
adjourned.

Motion agreed to.

LICENSED SURVEYORS BILL.
LEOISLATIvS COUNCIL'S AIMnMMMT

A message was received from the Legislative
Council, reporting that the Bill to crate
an Act for the licensing of land surveyors
had been agreed to, with an amendment. On
the motion of the Attorney-General the con-
sideration of the message in committee was
made anI order of the day for the following
Tuesday.

MARRIED WOMEN'S PROPERTY BILL.

A Bill to amend the Married Women's
Property Act. 1892, was received from the
Legislative Council and read a first time.

At 6.20 p.m. the Speaker left the chair,
At 7.30 the Speaker resumed the chair.

THE ESTIMATES, 1895-99.
A message from His Excellency the Adininis.

trator, transmitting the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the financial year 1895-96,
was presented by the Treasurer, and read.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
IN OOMMiftEER.

Tn TREASURER (Hon. Sir 3ohnForrest),
having d the Honseinto a Committee of
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Supply, to consider the Estimates of Expendi-
ture for the financial year ending 30th Jane,
1890, said!--This is the sixth occasion on
which I have bad the honor to introduce to
this House the Estimates for the year. To-
night I do not think I have anything very
startling to commumnicate to this House. I have
an '* unvarnished tale to deliver," and that is
abdut all. I will not, to-night, be able to
introduce to your notice anything that is start-
ling or very new, bnt my object will be to place
before this House and the peopleof the colony
the financial position of the country, and the
condition of the many interests in it. Not
only will I have to show the condition of the
affairs of the colony to this House and the
people of this country, but, as we nil know,
and as l am glad to say, we have now a very
much extended audience beyond this colony,
as compared with anything we have been
accustomed to in years pest. The affairs of
this colony have now an in terest not only for
the people who live in it, but also for many
who reside in other parts of the -world. We
have had self-government for abont four and
a half years, and they have been very
eventful years, in the history of the
colony. From having been nnknown and iso-
lated. es a colony, we have become known
all over the world. From. having been the
least important and the least known of all
the Australian Colonies, we have now certainly
outrun one, at any rate, of those colonies; so
that we are not now either the least import-
ant or the least known of the colonies in the
Australian gronp. For the present year
our revenue will exceed the revenue
of the colony of Tasmania by more than
half a million sterling, while our expen-
diture. from current. revenue will be double
that of Tasmania. Then, further, while in
that colony there is an estimated deficit of over
X"0.000, we in this colony estimate to have a
good credit balance. The public debt of Tas-
mnania is considerably more than double the
amount of our public debt. While in the year
1890 the revenue of Tasmania nearly doubled
the amount of our revenue, yet in this year,
1895, our revenue nearly doubles that of Tas-
mamia. Comparing therefore, this colony
with another important colony in the group,
shows there has been a great change, indeed,
within these few years.

Population of the colony.

Following out the plantI have adopted in pre-

vious years, the first question T propose to deal
with is that of population. A country must have
population before it can be of very much im-
portance. Axs you are all aware, this colony
hoa not embarked on en immigration policy
by direct subsidies for the payment of pas-
sages. We have rather striven to encourage
people to come to this colony by inaugurating
a system of public works, and opening up the
natural resources of the country. Our gold
discoveries have been our best friend in regard
to encouraging people to come to this colony.
The desire of the Government, and the desire
of this House, has always been to induce people
to come to the colony of their own accord. I
think a man who comes here of his own accord,
willing and anxious to throw in his lot with
the people here and help us to build up a great
country, is far more likely to be satisfied
and far more likely to do well, than
one who is brought here at the public ex-
pense. We have no reason to be dissatisfied,
I think, with the increase that has taken
place in our population. It has not been
too rapid, nor has it been by great
fits and starts, but the increase has
been fatirly regular and certain, from
the day we obtained self-government up
to the present time. On the 30th June, 1890,
just a short time before the present
Government took office, the population
of the colony was 44,758 persons. On
the 30th June, 1895, the population was
estimated to be 89,550 persons;, an increase
during these five years, of 44,792. During the
past twelve months the increase has been
13,631, or over 1,000 persons a month; and
looking back over the figures for the last few
years, the population has been increasing at
the rate of nearly one thousand a month-a
fairly regular increase, as I am very pleased
to be able to note and to say. To this satis-
factory state of affairs I san pleased to be able
to add that many of the best men in the
Eastern colonies, and even in other parts
of the world, have turned their attention
to thin country, and that a large amount
of capital is being introduced into the
colony. As far en I am able to judge,
population is only beginning to come here,
and I think therefore that there is every
reason to be fairly satisfied.

The Public Indebtedness.

The next subject I will deal with in the
public debt of the colony-ab very important
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subject indeed, but, I am very glad
to say, not one that gives me or
the Government at the present time
any anxiety. 'The total amount of the
public debt on the 30th June last was
£e3,992,681. But, in order to arrive at the
true indebtedness of the colony at that date,
I think everyone will admit and allow that
we Must deduct from that amount the cash we
have in hand from those loans that have been
raised. We had in hand on the 30th
June from the 1884, 1888, and 1891 loan ac-
counts £123,345-that is from the eld loan
accounts. The balance of the first moiety of
£750,000 raised of the 1894 loan in hand
and unspent on the BOth June was
£R520,314; and there was the Sinking Fund
in hand amounting to £9154,784; making
together a total on account of loan moneys
in the hands of the Government, and not ex-
pended on the 30th June last of £798,443.
If wre deduct that amount from the total amount
of debt on the 30th June, then we have, as
the actual debt of the colony at that date, the
amount of £8,194,238, being less than £86 per
head of the population. Last year, in, intro-
ducing the"1 Loan Act of 1894," if attempted
to make out as good a case as I could, in
order to prove te hon. members that we were
in a position to borrow the nmillion and a half
the Government were recommending; and I
then estimated our indebtedness a~t £41 a head
of the population. Instead of the ratio increas-
ing since that date, it has decreased, although in
the mneanie we have borrowed three-quar-
tens of a million at 3j per cent., obtaining
it on very advantageons terms, for we received
a premium of over £3 per cent. In 1801, when
I first had the honor of introducing the annual
Estimates to this House, I estimated the in-
debtedness at £28 a head, and the total of the
public debt at.£1,284,079. In 1894 1 estimated
the debt per head at £41. and we then owed
£3,128,808. At the present time we owe
£3,194,238, or less than £236 a head-far less
per head than any other colony in Australia.

Loan Expenditure.

The expenditure of loan money during the
year will be of interest to hon. members. On
the 30th June last there were balances
amounting to a total of £123,345
from the loan. of 1884, 1888, 1891
and 1893. During the past year we
expended a total of £595,535 from loan
moneys, wade up as follows:-Frem the

loan of 1884, £P488 ; fromn the loan of 1888,
£21,234 ; from the loan of 1891,4£185,810 ; from
the loan of 1893, £2178,317;1 and from the
loan of 1894, £2229,686 - making, as I have sa~id,
a total of.£595,585. Of this amount, £403,800
was expended in the colony, and £131,735 was
expended in London. The works included in the
loan of 1894 will be pushed on during
the year as fast as it is possible for the
Government to do it; and as far as l am con-
cerned, and as far as the Government are
concerned, our desire is to complete all these
works as quickly a we can. In a very short
tirne,tot only will the railway from Mullewa to
Cuebe commenced,bntit willibe pushed on with
the greatest possible speed; and, in regard to
all the other works authorised, the desire of
the Government is that they should be
completed as quickly as possible. As yon are
all aware, the railway to Southern Cress, the
railway to Mullewa, and the railways to
Bunbury, Basselton and Donnybrook hnive all
been completed; and it new remains for us to

carry out as quickly as we can the railways to
Coolgardie, the contract for which has been
already let, and the railway to Cue. We also
intend to submit for the approval of Par:
liament Bills for the other railways named
in the schedule of the Loan Act of 1894.

Fremantle Harbor Works.

Another great work has been going on satis-
factorily, though, perhaps, not so fast,-

as some of us would like. The F're-
mantle harbor works have been prosecuted
with a considerable amount of energy, I think,
and at considerable expense. There has been
expended on the Fremantle harbor works,
up to the 30th June last, a suim
of £197,776. As you are aware, we have
allotted for these works already-and it is not
the last that will require to be allotted, as we
all know-a total of £350,000, being £6150,000
by the loan of 1891, and £200,000 by
by the loan of 1894, Out of these two sums,
amounting to £85000 there is a balance
of £102,224 available at the present time
for continuing these works. As every one
who has been to see the work must admit and
acknowledge, it is a very great work indeed.
Itis also a very long and a, very tedious work.
It is on so great a6 scale that one is apt to be
wearied with its apparently slow progress. As
the yeararoll onwe realise that while the works
are really going ahead, the great desire
we all have, the goal for which we are all
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striving, does not seem so near attainment as
we would wish. Those of us, who look forward
to making Fremantle a good and commodious
barber for al classes of ocean vessels trading
from the mother country or elsewhere to
this continent, look forward anxiously to
time when this great work will be accom-
plished. No doubt that time will come. I
have the greatest confidence myself in the
ultimate success of these works, and already the
progress that has been made is very con-
siderable. At the same time, we have to hope
on and to wait sometime longer before our
anxious desire can be accomplished.

The Mfidlandl Railway and Land Grant
Railways.

Another important project which has been
completed during the year, as I am glad to
inform bon. members, is the construction of
the Midland railway. The expenditure on
that work during the year has been X114,215,
and out of that sum X103,068 has been
expended in the colony and Y11,147 has been
expended in London. The work has at length
been accomplished; the trains now raun regu-
larly; and, for my own part, nnd for every one
in this House, I am sure I may say we desire
to see that railway a success. The
Midland Company awe to the Government
a sum of £27,235 on account of interest paid.
but I am glad to inform the Rouse that the
whole of the interest duo on the 30th June
last, amounting to £10,000, was paid by the
Midland Company, without any appeal to the
Government. While on this point, T must
say that there is throughout the country, and
especially in the various districts traversed by
the two railways which have been built on the
land-grant system, great cause and good
reason for dissatisfaction a to the way
in which the Great Southern Railway
Company and the Midland Railway Company
are carrying out their land policy in regard
to settlement. For my own part and that
of the Government, I have no hesitation in
saying we regret we ever saw either of these
companies in this country; and, at mny rate, I
hope (me result will be-and I especially refer
to the land policy of those companties-that
this experience will make us wiser in the
future. The present Government, a you are all
aware, have made up their minds, and have
stated their views in no uncertain language
that in future we will hare no more
land grant or privately owned railways

in this country, and that; the promoters
of smy such projects wiUl have to wait
until the hon. member for Albany, and the
hon. member for Nannine eve able to carry
out what they so much desired in the last
session of parliament, when they advocated
so strongly that those raiways which we had
recommended to this House-the railway to
Coolgardie and the railway to Cue-should be
made by private individuals and not by the
Government. However, I am sure of this,
that we have hesard the last for some time,
even from those two hon. members, in regard
to advocating the private ownership of
railways in this colony. The country
is with us on that question, and I would
like to see those hon. members or any
one else go throughout this country and
advocate that private Companies should
build our railways and not the Govern-
nient. They would soon be sscured that
the country was against them.

Expenditure on Go elda Develcpnent.

During the year the Government have
expended on goldfields, out of loan funds,
principally on water supply, a sum of
£66,205, and from revenue a further sum or
£36,075; making a total expenditure during
the past year on works of goldfields' develop.
ment, principally water supply, amounting
to £102,280. I may here refer to the total
expenditure from the loan item, "Develop-
ment of goldfields and mineral resources."
It has been, up to the present time,
£167,980. The expenditure froms revenue
last year, under this heading was .£36,075,
for 'water aupply and some few build-
impe ; the amcounts making together a
total of.£204,055. I would like to point out
to hon. members that this total of £204,055
which has been expended in the development
of goldfields, under that heading, does
not include railway construction, or the
expenditure on working railways, nor does
it incdude expenses of gold fields alininistra-
lion, or the Postal services, or working
telegraphs, or police, or hospitals, or
the hundreds of charges against current
revenue. This immense expenditure for the
development of goldfields-not only the loan
expenditure, but also all the expenditure on
the items and services I have referred to from
current Rtevenue-I am pleased now to be able
to say bas been cheerfully approved of by
this House and by Parliament ; and has also
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been gratefully acknowledged by the people
on the goldfields, as we are assured both by
the representatives of those constituencies
in this House, and by the people themselves.

Banking Institutions end Deposits.

A close scrutiny in regard to the deposits in
our local banking institutions has always had
a reference from the Treasurer, in dealing with
the financial position of the colony. On. the
B0th Jane of this year there was deposited
at call and at aixed deposit at the banks in this
colony, a total sum of £2,272,827; an in-
crease as compared with the pros-ions
year of £2726,889, or of about 47 per
cent. in the amount of deposits at banks in
this colony in one year. This amount in the
banks on the 30th June last was
one and one-third millions more than
the amount in the banks four years ago.
The reason why I have, in this and other
instances, referred to a period four or four
and a half years ago, is because the present
(*overnment commenced their administration
of t"f affairs of this colony at that period;-
and, in judging whether the administration
has been successful. under our guidance, it is
only reasonable to refer to the time when we
took over the management of the affairs of the
country, and compare that period with the
present. I may mention that of the amount
in the banks in this colony on the 30th
J'une last the Government had to their
credit £455,826. I think these figures
give room for considerable investigation
and for critical scrutiny. They show that
there is a different state of affairs exist-
ing now as compared even with last
year, and certainly every year that you carry
the comparison back the difference is greater.
These figures show, at anyrate, that the
volume of trade and business done is iorge by
comparison, and is now very considerable; and,
at anyrate, the figures substantiate what we
know from other sources to be the rapid
increase in the state of business affairs in
this colony.

The Savings Bank and Deposits.

I will now refer to an institution very
popular in this House, and in the c0ooy,

and a reference to its operations will
be interesting as showing that there is
a large increase in the savings from
the thrif t of many people in this colony.
The Post Office Savings Bank is a, very
important institution, and is largely

availed of by the people. It is carried
on in connection with the Post office depart-
ment at a very small cost indeed for adniini3-
tuition. There is a head office in Perth, and
there are 28 branch offices in connection with
post offices throughout this colony. During
the financial yea~r ended 30th June last, there
were 27,700 deposiits, as compared with
17,287 in the previous year; and the number of
people who are depositors at the present time
is 8,323, as compared with 6,810 lest year;
showing an increase of 2,013. The amounts
due by the Savings Bank to depositors at the
present time that is the 30th June l ast, wa
£221,816, as compared with £141,319 on the Bth
June last year, showing an increase during the
year of £80,496 in the ainouit due todepositors.
Hon. members will notice that this is becoming
a, big institution, and I hope it will get bigger
and that its advantages wil be extended to
the people in many other parts of the colony.
One third of the amount of deposits in the
hands of the Government is invested in mort-
gages on freehold estate, and the other two-
thirds are placed either in Government securi-
ties, or at fixed deposits, or at call at the
local banks. Last year I informed the
Rouse that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to use some of the funds of the Sav-
ings Bank for the purposes of the Agricultural
Bank. We have not done soyst, but we intend
to do so as soon as the volume of business done
through the Agricultural Bank increases to
such an extent as to require funds from this
source.

Shipping and Trade.

Reference to the shipping returns of the col-
ony, as shown by the imports and exports, is a6
great index of the increase of trade. During the
year ended December 81st, 1894., the ships o m-
ig to the ports of this colony were 872, the

total tonnage being 675,775 tons, and in the
previous year, 1898, the ships arriving were
293, with a total tonnage of 639,953 tons; so
that there was an increase of 79 ships,
and an increase in tonnage of 136,822
tons dating the twelve months ended Dec-
ember last. I must explain to hon, meem-
bers that in deali ng with financial matters, the
financial year ends on the 30th June; but in
dealing with the statistical matters, such as
shipping and the imports and exports, the
Collector of Customsi makes up his return to the
31st December in each year. It is not always
convenient to have thus difference; but, after
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all, it is perhaps more convenient than if all the
returns were made up to the end of
June. In most other countries the
statistics are for the year from Janu-
ary to December in regard to shipping
and the imports and exports; and in thin
colony, altbough the financial yoar now ends
on the 30th June, as in other colonies, it has
not been thought advisable to make a further
change by altering the established practice in
regard to shipping and trade statistics.

The Imports.

During the year ended December 3st,
1894, we imported into this colony goods to
the value of £2,114!,414, as compared with
£21,404,488 in the previous year ; show-
ing an increase in imports to the value of
£6L9,976. Hon. members will be glad to
know that the largest item of imports, in value,
was gold coin, the amount imported being
£2227,900. We sent away the gold raised in
the colony, and received hack some of it in the
form of coined sovereigns. When we have got
the Mint established here, we shall, as a colony,
become exporters of the gold coin itself, and
in this way we shall save some of the expenses
now incidental to exchange. Non. members
will notice that our imports have increased to
An enormous extent.

The Exports.

Our experts, although not so satisfactory,
at any rate are not very unsatisfctory.
Daring the year ended December last we
exrported to the value of £1,251,406, as comn-
pared with £2918,147 in the previous year;
showing an increase of £333,259. The ex-
ports were made up as follows: -Gold, the
largest item, £2787,09 wool, £2832,201; tim-
ber, £274,804; pearls and pearl shells, £62,805;
sandalwood,. £23,430; tin, £16,270. T1in
is an important export and has been
so. for many years. Guano, £3,919 ;
sandalwood oil, £2,103. Sandalwood oil
is a new export, and I am very
glad to see it - not a very large
item, but important, as showing that this oil
is a marketable product. last year the value
exported was about the same amount as the
year. Skins, £14,775; miscellaneous, £34,990,
These items of export make a total valne of
£1,251,406. Ron. members will notic that
more than half the value of our exports is
made up of gold, but, after allgold is a
splendid export, because it has a fixed value
all over the world.

Pastoral and AgriculurTal Settlement.
I[now wish to deal with some of the items

connected with the pastoral and agricultural
settlement of the contry, 1 think that in a
Fineancil statement like this, dealing with the
affairs of the country generally, it should em-
brace a review of the resources, of the country in
all important particulars-and should deal
also with the stock returns, with the
land development, with agriculture, sad
with the pastoral interests. An investigation
of the stock returns of the colony during the
last few years, is worth the time of
anyone to look into. It will be found
very interesting, though not too satisfactory.
There are at the present time, hopeful
signs which makes one more satisfied att the
end than at the beginning of the investi-
gation. In 1890, there were 130,970 cattle in
the colony, and 2,524,913 sheep. In 1892, only
two years afterwards, the number of cattle
had increased-and I may Bay, in passing, that
cattle have increased in number all along-thbe
number ink 1892 being 162,886, The cattle do
not seem to have suff ered by the drought in the
way that sheep have suffered; for in 1892
while cattle had increased, Rheep had decreased,
the number of sheep in thatycar beingl,686,500.
sh owing a d ecrease of 839,413 during those two
years of terrible drought. We have grad-
ually recovered from the effects of that
disaster, although our sheep number
less to-day-and this is a very im-
portant point-than they did in the year
1889, and during the last year have decreased
by 88,331. Ihe number of cattle at the
end of 1894 was 187,214, and the number
of sheep was 2,132,311. The number of
horses in the colony at the end of 1894 was
50,001.

Agricultural Interests.

I will deal further with pastoral aff airs a
little later on; hut before I do I should l iike
to deal with the agricultural interest, and I
may say at once that the present Government
do not consider that the agricultural inter-
ests or pastoral interests either, are sub-
sidiary to any other interest in this colony.
I regret that we have still to import
a large quantity of agricultural and
dairy produce, and I regret also to

see that these imports are increasing.
in 1893, we imported £946,120 worth of flour.
In 1894 we did not import quite so much, the
amount being£4S."worth. Of grain, hay,
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chaff, potatoes, and onions, in 1893 we im-
ported £4,578 worth, but in 1894 the im-
portations were valued at £104,698. Of butter,
bacon, haims, cheese, eggs, &e.; in 1893 the
imports were £66,808. and in 1894,4A102,344, so
that taking these items, which constitute the
main agricultural produce of the colony-
articles we can so well grow in this country
-we find that in 1803 we imported £156,501
worth, and in 1894, ;025l,842 worth, or an
increase during the latter year of £94,841
worth. That is not, perhaps, very encourag-
ing, but when we consider the large increase
of population-the large adult population
who are all consumers of these articles-when
we consider the great attractions there
have been in this colony for people
to leave the soil aid go to the gold-
fields-I do not think there is any real cause
for disappointment, and I will prove as I go
on further, that, notwithstanding all the
counter attractions and inducements, the
settlement of the land has been going on at a
fairly satisfactory rate.

Land Settlement.

In looking through the Crown, Lads R~eport
which lion. members have before them, they
will find that on the 31st December last year
there was held under conditional purchase an
area of 485.q47 acres, asi against 409,298 acres
in 1893, or an increase of land held under con-
ditional purchase of 16,649 acres. I may
point out that all this land i3 bold
upon terms of improvement. The Crown
grants cannot be obtained, and will
not be issued, until the improvements
are completed. The revenue from con-
ditional purchases has increased slightly.
In 1893 it was £11,622. and in 1804 X12,532,
oranincrase of.£910. We thus see (leaving
out of the account 6,000,000 acres of land alien-
ated from the Crown, 4.000,000 acres of
which have gone to the land rant
railway companies - 3,000,000 acre to
the Great Southern Railway Com-
panty, mid 647,000 acres to the Midland Com-
pany), there were at the end of 1894, 485,947
sare under conditional purchase, 137,035
acres held under special occupation lease, and
11,583 acres as Free Homestead Farms or atotal
area of 634,565 acres of land held by people in
the colony, altogether leaving out of accounat
that held in fee simple. As you are aware
some years ago we introduced, and I had
something to do with it, a system of

agricultural areas, and survey before s-
lection as part of our land system, allowing
free selection to continue as heretofore.
I have always been in favor of sur-
vey before selection in the interest
of the selector and of the settlement of
the colony ;and I think that on in-
vestigation of the system of survey before
selection will prove to anyone who takes the
trouble to go into it, that it has worked well,
is capable of working well and is doing all
that is necessary in regard to survey
to encourage settlement on the land. In
regard to agricultural mrass, about one
million acres have been declared and
set apart. Out of this million acres there
have been surveyed and laid out, 3,072
lots, or blocks, with an acreage of 546,446
acres. Of these there are 396 lots with an
aggregate area of 127,614 acres selected, or
about 23 per cent, of the whole of the
areas surveyed. I may miention a few of the
areas which have been most largely selected
from. In the Katanning area, 19,707 acres have
been selected; in the much despised Meckering
area, 19,459 acres, and the Jandakot area,
which lots of people sneer at, 16,639 acres are
held under the land regulations. On some
of the other areas the selections have
been as follows :--Harvey, 9,871 acres;
Tweed, on the Blackwood, 8,929 acres;
Narrogin, on the Groat Southern Railway.
6,666 acre; Preston, beyond Donnybrook,
5,626 acres, Wickepin 5,539 acres, and there arc
maniyother areas with smeller quantities to
which I need not now refer. I think this
looks well for these areas, and for the system of
survey before selection. Although the farmer
has during the last few years had
very low prices to contend with he has
had a very good market and - that is a
great consideration. Even if prices are low it
is worse with no market than with a certain
market for all we hate to sell. It is a fact
that wheat and flour have been lower in price
in this colony during the past year than in
any other period. The reason I mention
it is to show how little inducement
there has been for people to go on the
land. Notwithstanding all these adverse in-
fluences, however, I have shown that a great
deal of land has been taken up, and that settle-
ment has been going on rapidly. It comes
back to the old idea that the people who
come into this new land-have innate in
them the idea of occupying some land,
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making a home upon it for themselves, and
eventually becoming independent. After all
I do not suppose anyone has such an inde-
pendent life as the man who is occupying
his own, laud and tilling it himself. It
may be a hard life, but compare it with
that of the ordinary working men in. the
towns who earn from six shillings to 10s. a
day and who live in hired cottages. I say, Sir,
the position of the man in the country who
builds a home for himself and his family and
has his spring cart to drive about in, or his
horse to ride--things unknown to the poor
moan working in, town for wages-is by far the
preferable of the two. For my part I. certainly
prefer a life of independence. A home of my
own and hope in the future, rather than a
weekly wage, not knowing how long it may
continue, with little hope f or the future
and no permanent home. That is the
reason, notwithstanding these adverse in-
fluences, so many desire to get a home of
their own-a piece of land which belongs to
them and which they can improve. The Home-
stead Act is now beginning to be availed of. I
knew it would be. This Act is a standing ad-
vertisement on the wharfs at Albany, F'reman-
tie and other ports. I do net say it is printed
in words there, but every man who comes
to this country knows that there are 160
acres of land waiting for him in the settled
portions of the co Lony which he can occupy and
make ahome upon without any payment what-
ever. At the present time there are 81 free
farms in the colony, comprising 11,588 acres
under the Homesteads' Act, which means that
there are 81 new homes in the country. This
Act is therefore fulfilling the hopes we had of
it when we introduced it, and side by side with
it is

The Agricultural Benk,

which is just beginning- to be availed of and
to do the work that was intended of it. What
is that work ? It is to help those who desire to
make homes for themselves and an inde-
pendence for themselves in this country to
subjugate the forces of nature, and to turn the
wilderness iutoa smiling plain. That isreally the
object of both the Acts. The Homesteads' Act
is to give every man who wishes to go out into
the country a home, and the Agricultural
Bank Act is to assist him in making that
home and in improving his land. As ( have
indicated, the Agricultural Dank Act is aL fit-

tiug sequel to the Homesteads' Act. On the
1st of this month loans had been approved by
the Agric:ultural Bank to the extent of £7,426.
This means thL4 double that amount has to
be expended on the land in cleariug, cultivat-
ing, and ring-barking. The result of this,
under careful supervision, will he that 8,898
acres will be cleared and cultivated and 606
acres ringbarked. Surely we cannot invest
£7,425 of the monies of the country in a better
way than in helping to convert the wilderness
into productive places, especially when we
bear in mind that the security is good.
inasmuch as every man who obtains money
fromt the Dank has to spend an amount
equal to that which he hoirows. There
can be no two opinions about this, and
there is nothing! look upon with more satis-
faction than T do upon my action with regard
to the Homestead Act and the Agricultural
Bank Act. I am sure we are moving in the
right direction, and I believe that both these
Acts will keep their places on the Statute
Book for muany a tong day,with the result that
they will prove of vast benefit to the country
both as regards the settlement of the land
and the improvement of it, The total area of
c;uLtivated land at the end of 1894 was 1L93,197
acres. In 1893 it was 176,678 acres, so that
there has been an increase during the 12
months, notwithstanding all the adverse in-
fluences, low prices and the counter attractions,
of 16,619 acres ; and I believe we shall have a
large increase during the year before us.
Thus, with the assured market on the Eastern
goldfields, and the wise encouragemnent that is
being given to those who are willing to enter
upon the land, we shall soon be able to
produce sufficient to meet our loca require-
ments. I now wish to say a few words in
regard to

Our Pastoral Interests.

I can only say " what a falling off was
there." In 1893 we had 924 million acres of
laud leased to pastoral tenants producing a
revenue of £41,076. In 1894 wie only had 88
million acres -under lease producing a revenue
of £38,398. If we go back 11 years in the history
of the past we shalt find that we then had 160
million acres leased by pastoral tenants, pro-
ducing a, revenue in. 1883 of .£62,575. While
in that Year 35 million acres of pastoral leases
were applied for, there were, in 1894, only 6
milliun acres applied for. Since 1883 the
pastoral industry has been gradually going
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down until the area under lase is only half
what it was 11 years ago, and the revenue
about on the same proportion. These figures
not only give cause for reflection, but
show that something of serious importance
han taken place. Last year we exported 9i
million pounds weight of wool, valued at
£232,201, the least amount reeeived for wool
during the past 14 years. It is a very serious
matter that we have to go back to 1880 to find
a period at which the export of wool was so
small. In that year-nearly fifteen years
ago-the quantity of wool exported was less
than half the amount exported for last year,
although the value of it was greater. The
wool exported during 1894 was a* million
pounds weight less than in 1893, and the num-
ber of sheep had decreased during the same
period by 88,331. The position of the pastoral
tenanits of the Crown, owing to the drought of
1890-91, and the low prices of wool-which, I
am sorry to say, have been going lower and
lower-has given the Government great
anxiety. One thing, I think I wvill say here is,
that the policy of the financial institutions in
continuing the high rate of interest, and in
heaping up interest on interest half-
yearly, is both harsh and suicidal. These
institutions should, I think, either remit
the interest altogether, or reduce it by
one half, so as to give the pastoral tenants a
chance. They should remember that financial
institutions in Australia have had their day of
trouble and humiliation, and what is more, that
they received sympathy aud assistance from
everyone. If they not wisely and generously
it will pay them in the end, but if they con-
tines, AS 1 am Sorry to say they seem inclined
to, their present tactics, by heaping up the
interest upon interest half-yearty, I can only
say they will bring ruin on many good and
true men in this country, and wvill eventually
injure themselves also.

MR. MonGERa: They will own all the
stations.

rTn TREASURER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):
If they do bring ruin on the pastoralists
and injure themselves, they will only have
themselves to blame for not showing suffi-
cient consideration for the men who are
able and willing to work, and who, if but
given a chance, believe will be willing to say,
like Sir Walter Scott, 'God grant me. health
"and strength and I .will yet pay every
"ma' his due." As farma the Government is
concerned, we have the greatest sympathy

with thepastoral tenants, and we will aist
them in every way we can. No reasonable
thing shall be proposed to assist this
deserving class-a class which hast suffered
so much of. late, through no fault of
their own-that we will not do if we are
able to do it consistently with our duty to the
whole of the colony. This Government has
been called on many occasions the squatters
and farmers' friend. Y am proud of that, a~l-
though, at the same time, I hope we shall
always be the friend not only of the squatter
and farmer, but also of the miner and the
pearler, and every other producer in the
colony. I now coma to

The Revenue for tic Past Year.

The estimated revenue for the past year was
4873,650, but the actual amount received was
.£1,125,940, showing an excess over the esti-
mate of X252,290. No doubt I shall be told
by that great financier, the hen, member for
Nannine, that this was a terribly bad esti-
Mate.

MR. IttiNWOoav: SO it wa.
Tan TREASURER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):

It may have been, but still I am very well
satisfied with it; and next year, if it is found
I have erred in the same way, I shall not
grumble. We have been told that it isaneasy
matter to calculate the revenue, but I have
found a great difficulty in doing it, owing
to the great and rapid movements
which are taking place, and the difficulty is to
judge how great or how rapid the movements
will be. Still, the fact remains that I esti-
mated the revenue last year at a quarter of a
million less than was actually realised. This
increase was made up of the following items:
-99,808 Customs, .£14,120 Lands, £211,669
Mlining,.1£6,429 Postages, £13,246 Telegraphs.
£73,485 Railways, £8,303 water receipts,
£110,759 Stamps, X83771 from other sources.
making a total increase of X252,290 over the
estimate. Every one of these items is worth
studying, so as to realise the progress that has
been going on. If we compare the past year
with the year preceding-the increase is
even more extraordinary, amounting, as it
does, to £444,695. The revenue has trebled
since the present Government have been in
office, and this seems to me to be very satis-
factory, notwithstanding that my estimate for
lnst year was not as good as it might have
been. Still, as Ihave said, it was on the right
side. Now, with regard to
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The Empenditure for the Fast Year,

I am pleased to say that it was kept
within reasonable bounds. Our policy being
bold, yes cautious, has kept us within
bounds. We have spent less than the esti-
mate. The estimated expenditure for the year
ending 30th June lest was .295t,465 and the
actual expenditure £936,728; theiefore -we
spent during last year .t17,37 less than the
estimate. The revenue exceeded the estimate
by £252,290. and the expenditure was less than
the estimate by £17,737. It therefore appears
that while the revenue exceeded that of the
previous year by £444,65, the expenditure for
thepast yearonly exceeded thatof the preceding
year by £280,871. This I think shows a most
satisfactory state of affairs. I estimated the
credit balance en the 30th June last at £97,205
but the actual balance was £277,232 so that there
was a balance on the 30th June of £270,027
more than I estimated. This is made up in
the following way: there was a balance from
the 30th Jane 1894 of £88,020, which
added to the savings on the yeaes
transactions, £189,212, makes the balance
on the 30th June last £277,232-a very nice
respectable sum to commence the present
year with. We used to be told by the hon.
member for the Gascoyne that we were spend-
ing more than we received. I used to try and
convince him in a simple way but still for some
reason or other he held to his opinion. I
used to eli'iw that we had a greater balance
in hand than when we took over the affairs of
the colony; and that being so how could we be
said to be spending more than we received
when ouar credit balance was greater
than when we commenced, We began
in 1891 with a balance of £45,600 and
after 4j years we have £277,282 credit.
Surely that shows that we have ex-
pended less than we have received. If there-
fore any hon. member wishes to attack us by
saying that we have been living beyond our
means he must do it on better grounds than
the old ones, which were never available
and which are less so now. Having dealt with
the pstand having tried to place before hon.
members the condition of nifairs that existed
up to the end of last year, I am very glad to
turn away from the past and deal with

The Future Revessi for 1895-6.

I may tell bon. members, although no
doubt they are aewellarare of it as I em,that the
future is bright and promising, eadl that as far

as any labor I have had in estimating the fut-
ure is concerned!I can assure them that it has
given me agreat deal of pleasure. Asa I have
said wre hogan the year with a, credit
balance of £277,232. I estimate the
revenue for the coming year at £1,291,150
being 1165,210 more than was received
last year. If we had not abolished the
duties under the Tariff Act, Amendument Bill
there would have been £250,000 more, and
therefore the estimated increase in therevenne
forthisyearover last would have beenj2l5,000.
Now, Sir, I believe that this estimate will be
considered by most persons as a moderate one,
and yet an increase of £215,000 which is the
ammountit would have been~had we not remitted
duties to the extent of SE50,000, can not be eon-
sidercd a very small increase. I cannot see that
any good is to be gained by being too
sanguine in estimating our revenue so
long as we have enough for or-
dinary purposes and pressing require-
ments. It is very easy for the Treasurer to
estimate his revenue at aL sanguine rate, but it
comes back upon him in a short time and
therefore it seems to me that the wiser
and better course is to be moderate. My
estimate I think is a fairly reasonable
one, and it will, I believe1 be realised.
My estimates provide for the following
increases on the revenue received last
year :. Customs £46,492 - the estimated
revenue from the Customs is £560000 and
it would have been £610,000 had not we
remitted taxation to the extent of £50,000-
Aining, £27,751-the estimated reven~us being
£7 8,800, as against receipts for 1896, £51,049a
-Tlegrams,. £7,212 - the estimate being
£45,500, as against £38.28! received in 1895-
Railways, £66,515-the estimate ing£360,000
as against £293,485 for 1895-Stamp revenue,
£7,241-Abhe estimate being £30,000 as
against £22,769 received in 1896 and increases
in other items amounting to £210,000. Havinag
a balance of £2277,282 at the end of last year,
and an estimated revenue for the current
year of £91,291,150 hon. members will see
that we shall have available for the ser-
vices of the year ending 30th June, 1896,
no less a sum than £1,568,382. 1 think
this is a very wonderful statement to be
able to make-over one and a half
millions of money available for the year before
us. Last year I estimated that there would
be available.£961,670, so that our resources
appear to be at this moment better than they
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were last year by.£06,712. These figures are
quite astounding, but still they are very satis-
factory, and what is still bettor they are likely
to be re~dised. They have not been put into this
statement to create any more favorable
impression than actually exists. The chances
are they will be largely exceeded, although it
seems to me that my duty is to be moderate
and not to anticipate the future too much. I
now come to the

Proposed Eapend sture for 1895-0.

I estimate the expenditure at .2,537,196,
and that there will be a credit balance on the
30th June, 1896, of £30,880. I think
that is a, reasonable balance to leave.
It is quite dose enough for us to go,
but even this may be reduced, because there
are generally some additional items placed on
the Estimates before Parliament prorogui,
although I hope that may not be so this year.
This expenditure includes for interest on Loans
and Treasury Bills £187,806, including £26,250
interest on the first moiety of £9750,000 of the
loan of 1894. The expenditure also in-
cludes £917,715 first payment on account

of the Ecclesiastical Grant, £40,000 improve-
meats to open railways, £40,000 additional
rolling stock. Then we provide £25,000 for the
telegraph line to Budla via Dundas. The esti-
mated cost is.£35,000, but we do not think the
whole of it will berequired this year, although
Parliament will be asked to approve of the
cost at that sum. Then various sums are pro-
vided for harbor improvements at Car-
norvon, Ashburton, Coc k, Fort Hredland,
Blroomne, and other ports along our
coast. Provision is also made for various
works cad buildings, a few of which
I may refer to. We propose to build a new
Supreme Courthouse at Perth and £4,000 is
set apart for the work. The estimated cast
of the building when complete is.£25,000, but
we Only propose to make a beginning during
this year. Then there is provision for Court-
houses at Cossack, Beverley, Geraldton,
Newcastle, Northam end York, and for public
offices at G3eraldton. We are providing Hos-
pitals all over the colony, and aL Comence-
ment is to he made with a new lunatic asylum
which is estimated to cost £830,000. We pro-
pose to provide police stations in many pieces
and to erect 22 post offices at a cost of £20,380.
Buildings will be erected for the Mint, the
Observatory and the Public Library and
Museum. A new wing to the public offices is

also provided for, as well as a number of
buildings on the goldields, schools are pro-
vided throughout the colony costing £-23,850,
besides municipal buildings, agricultural
hals reclamation of South Beach, Pro-
mantle, reclamation in Perth, and other
works, to which it is unnecessary for
we to refer in detail. The total esti-
mated expenditure on works and build-
ings is £428,639, and those works
and buildings are scattered all over
the colony. Lost year we expended about
£C70,000 on works and buildings, and this
year we propose to expend over £400,000.
On roads and bridges last year we expended
£81,892, and this year we purpose spending
£67,75>0. The expenditure on administration
of the Mines Department cost last Year
£17,156. This year wve propose to expend
£25,205, being an increase of X8,139.
In regard to water supply, last year
we spent £15,812, and this year we propose to
spend A47,861, but of this amount £25, 511 has
already been expended by the authoirity of a
Resolution of this H~ousu. On the post
and telegraph department last year we
expended £86,800, and this year the estiniat-
ad expeuditure reaches £119,415-au increase
of £32,615--caused by the: extensive settle-
ment that is going on, principally on the
goldfields. The Government are determuined
to give postal and telegraphic facilities
to every important centre of settlement.
For development of oar goldfields and
mineral resources the Government have
placed £230,000 on the Estimates, and a, sum of
£6,000 for the purchase of Point Walter-an
estate of 200 acres beautifuLlly situated on the
Swan river-for the use and enjoyment of
the citizens of Perth and Fremantle. 'Ihe
subsidy of £91 for £1 collected on the general
rate is to be continued to Municipalities.
This will involve an expenditure of £12,000.
We are gla to be able to do this, because it
is only right that we should help those who
are helping themselves.

The Ecclesiastical Grant.

Provision has been made by the Government
for carrying out the obj ects of a Bill it is pro-
posed to be introduced shortly for cornmut-
ing the Annual Ecclesiastical Grant. This Bill
will provide for a ten years' purchase based en
the present paymnt of £8,643 per annum,
and will involve a total payment of £.36,430.
This we propose to pay to the churches in two

[ASSEMBLY.] Estimaics 189".



Finncil Saieten. ~ AUUST 185.JEstimates 1895-6. 571

instalments, and provision is made for the
first, viz., £17,715, on these Estimates, We
have also provided a sumn of £91,771 odd,
which will also be paid this year to the
churches, so as to enable them to make their
arrangements without any unnecessary trouble.
This sum is half the present grant, and will
enable these religions bodies to carry on
until the 33st December next before making
new arrangements.

The Aborigines Protection Board.

We have also to provide, although I have
not much pleasure in doing so, a sum on
these Estimates of £911,259, being one per
cent. on the revenue of last year, for the
purpose of the Aborigines Protection Board.
A few years ago when we got our Constitu-
tion, we had to pay £65,000 a year; but now
we have to pay this large sum of £11,259 to
be expended by the few gentlemen who Con-
stitute the Board, but who are responsible to
no one-at any rate not to the Parliament of
this country. The Bill passed unanimously by
both Houses of Parliament for repealing the
Clause of the Constitution Act under which this
'Board exists has been sent to England, but
up to the present no reply has been received.
J have sent a cablegram to the Agent-Genteral
asking him to call upon the new Secretary of
State for the Colonies and urge that the
wishes-the unanimous wishes of the people
of this colony that the Royal Assent should
be given to this Bill, might be at once
given effect to. (Hear, hear.) During the pust
year I have tried my best to get rid of this
Hoard. I have told the members of it that they
should resign, that they are unpatriotic and all
sorts of things, but it has bccnlof no use, they
still hold on- I think they draw certain fees
and I should not he surprised if Later on an
application were made to us to pension thorn
off. However, we have to provide this £11,259
and hand it over to these irresponsible gentle-
men to, as far as we are concerned, spend as
they like. I now come to a most important
question, that of

The Railways of the Colony.

I think that the success which ha attended
the efforts of the Government and Parliament
in giving cheap and rapid means of coinmuni-
cation to so many parts of the colony, is a. fact
which is most encouraging and satisfactory.
Our railways are turning out a great success,
and this, I think, should dispel al those fears
and doubts that so many had, as to the

probable success, or rather wisdom of
constructing railways throughout this vast
colony. I think these fears and doubts have,
to a large extent at any rate, been removed.
We find, I am pleased to say, That
the railways to agricultural districts, if
worked economically. and with care, can be
made to pay directly, or, at any rate, CaGi be
worked without loss to the country. That is
a fact, I think, we cannot too often bring our
minds to dwell upon, because it shown that we
need net be afraid to extend the facilities of
transit to other agricultural centres similarly
situated. In 1890 thore were only
183 miles of Government railways con-
structed, and only 16 miles under construction.
In 1895 we had 570 mniles constructed anld
392 miles under construction or about to
be constructed. That is Surely a splen-
did record for four years, and that, too,
does not include 243 miles of the W.A. Land
Co.'s railway, nor the 076 miles of the Midland
Co.'s railway. In the first Financial State-
ment which I made to this House on
the 4th February, 1891, 1 expressed much
surprise that the revenue from our rail-
ways had reached .£53,000. It seemed to
me then that the amount was enor-
mous, but to-night 1 find myself face to
face with the gratifying fact that the revenue
from our railways for the year ended 30th
June lust, amounted to £295,732. This is
Surely good enough; hut best of aill I
find that the expenditure for the year was
only £183,94, thus showing a saving on the
year's transactions of £111,792, an amount
sufficient topay the interest and sinking fund
on a sum of two and a half umili ons of money,
which is more thanour rai lways have cost. These
facts are miost encouraging and satisfactory.
The revenue for the comning year is estimated at
£360,000, and I think we may take it that the
estimate will be reached, because the esti-
mate. of the Railway Deparuent have always
been very reliable, and I feel confident that they
will prove so again. This Estimated Revenue
is made up as follows :-Eastern Railway,
£2163,000; South Western Railway, £29,000;
Yilgarn Railway, £1]36,000, and NorthernL
Railway (including Northampton, Walkaway,
and Murcbison) £42,000, making a total of
£30,000. The estimated expenditure to
produce the estimated revenue of £860,000
is £226,900, so that it is estimated that
the receipts will exceed the outgoings by
£133,100 Hfere I must say-and I do this only
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in common justice-my thanks and the thanks
of the country are due to the Commissioner of
Railways and to the General Traffic Manager
for the way they have managed our railways in
regard to the receipts and expenditure. It
seems to me that great things have been Be-
complished. What pleases me most is the fact
that our- railways earned £2295,782 with an
outlay of only.£183,94. I am delighted with
these facts and hon. members will be
deli-ghted with them als. It is only an
indication of what we shall be able to do in
the future, and it shows what we may do in
regard to railway extension throughout the
country in the future.

Mn. lioNess:- What about the rates F
Tas TREASURER (Ron. Sir T. Forrest)

Well, it seems tome that the rates are not too
high. Some items on the railway tariff are
perhaps a little out of proportion, but time will
alter that. And this brings me to another
point. I do not like to say to anyone who finads
himself in the wrong: "1Now what have you
got to say for yourself," becauste I feel sure his
own feelings and goodsense must be a sufficient
condemnation. But I do feel inclined to-night
to ask:. What is to be said for those who opposed
the policy of the Government ink regard to rail-
way construction ? What do they think now,
and what have they to say for themselves. I
ask, would not the progress of the colony have
been retarded if the opposite policy to that
proposed and urged by the Government, had
been adoptedF The Government have been
all along firm in their proposals, and we now
rejoice to think that our views with regard to
the disirability of opening up this country by
railway communication have proved to be
correct.

Ka. LEAKn: ft is a wonder you did not
treat the Commissioner of Railways differently
then.

THE TREASURER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):-
The result I have referred to gives me great
confidence for the future in dealing with this
question. If we can build our railways as
we have been building them, and have them
managed carefully and economically, then
there is plenty of room to extend the system
and Open up those parts of the colony
which can be profitably developed. I can
assure this Souse that I do not want to build
and make railways in places where they are
likely to become a burden upon us. My idea
is to build railways to the settled parts of the
Country where they will pay, otherwise they

will only mean failure to the Government
that proposed them and also to everyone
connected with them. That of course I do not
went.

The Mint.
I congratulate the colony and this House

on the prospect of the early establishment of a
brunch of the Royal Mint in 'Perth. The Gov-
ermnent will lose no time in communicating
with the.Imperial Government on this subject,
and urge upon thorn to establish the Mint
as soon as possible. When it is complete it
will prove a worthy cap to the great gold
structure which -we have been raising up for
some time past in the colony. The House
will be asked for a sum of £7,500 for the
cost of the buildings in connection with this
Mint. There will also be an expenditure of
£ .4,500 for the machinery. £23,000 wilIlibe spent

Fon beginning the building this year. Not only
will we be able to say that we are raising large
quantities of gold, but very soon I hope we
shall be able to coin it as well. This is a.
matter I feel very pleased about and it is, I
think, a matter satisfactory to everyone.

The Observatory.
It will remembered that last year this House

voted a sum of money for the establishment
of an observatory in the colony. I have myself
always advocated this moststrongly ever since
I took office, and I was very gla when the

House, last year, granted a vote for the pur-
Fpose. The instruments have already been
ordered through the Astronomer Royal, and
I have been greatly assisted by my friend Sir
Charles Todd, of Adelaide, in preparing the
plans and cost of the instruments. The cost
of the instruments will he about £3,000, and
the building will cost about £23,000. It is
worthy of note that whilst we are materially
progressing, we are also doing something to
promote the interests of science, and I am
sure everyone will admit that this can be
done in no better way than by establishing
an observatory.

Museum and Library.
Another matter I take a great interest in is

the erection of a museum and library in
Perth. As members are aware, the Govern-
meat propose to place the museum and library
on the same site, and with this object in

Iview we have placed them under one commit-
tee, so that the sm~e board way manage the
two institutions, and that they may be on
the same ground and adjoining one another.
For this purpose we have provided on the
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Estimates a sum of £26,000, of which £23,000
is to be expended this year. I feel sure that
in these times of progress this House and
Parliament will be anxious to do all in their
power to provide a museum and public library
for the colony, because they will not only be
scientific institutions, but also educational
institutions.

New Lighthouses.

Another matter I am pleased to inform the
House of is that the Rottuestb and Cape
Leeuwin ligh thouses are in coure of con-
struction, and when these works are completed
I venture to think they will be worthy of
any country. When we look back -n the times
that are gone and see how little we were able
to do, it is pleasing to think that we are
now able to contribute so much towards the
trade and commerce of the world, for this
we are doing in placing such beacons of
light to guide the mariner on his wray
and those who visit our shores into
havens of safety. This wakes us feel
that we are trying to do something
to assist those who are seeking our
shores from across the sea. I think we may
rest assured of this, that in these two works
we will deserve, and we will obtain the
thanks of many for the great, and I might
say noble, work we are carrying out. I now
come to what 1 consider is our chief export
and the main factor of our progress--

Our Gold Export.
The discovery of the golddields and the

introduction of Responsible Government came
almost together. It was a happy alliance, I
think, and it has had far reaching influences.
From that date til now our progress has been
great indeed, and no one, however far he may
think himself capable of judging of the
future, can give a reliable estimate of what it is
likely to be. The total value of the export of
gold from the colony through the Customs to
the 30th June, 1895, was £2,189,889, and for
the past twelve months alone we have export-
ed gold to the value of 49 10,456. As
I just now said what our possibili-
ties or probabilities 'are in regard to
the goldields, no one can at the present
moment, rightly estimate. During the past four
and a half years we have increased our export
of gold from £86,664 in 1890 to £2,139,859 in
1895, Only think for a moment if for the
next four and a half years we are as successful
as for the four and a half years that have past.
and I know no reason why it should not be so,

what west then be the position of the colony P
I am not going to prophesy what it would be.
If hon. members will took into these figures
for themselves, if they do but think that in
the pstwe have only been going aboutscratchi-
ing the ground, with but little machinery
and no deep sinking, when we consider these
things, I at k what will be the export of gold
when every good reef has crushing machinery
upon itP It gives us every hope for the
future, although it is hard to realise what
that great future way be. I have now nearly
comne to the end of what I have to say. I
feel I must have wearied hon. members
someowbat-(No, no).-in placing before them
so many details, but I feel in making the
statement that I have had to mnake to-night,
that it was necessary for me to review all the
interests that are prominent in the colony. 1
could not, therefore, easily curtail what I had
to say.

A Retrospect,

I will now in conclusion take a short retro-
spect of what we have been doing during the
last four and a half years--what the present
Government have been doing with the assis-
tance of Parliament, in trying to assist
the proiducer, whether he be the 'man
who " makes two ears of corn or two blades
of grass to grow upon a spot of groud
where only ne grew beore," or the miner, or
the pastoralist. or the pearl diver, or any
other producer,-for if the producer flour-
ishes, all others will do well. (Hear, hear). It
may be asked, how have we been trying to
assist the producer P lMy answer is, By giving
cheap, rapid and easy means of transit by
railways, by roads and bridges, by jetties. by
harbor imuprovements, and by water supply on
roads. By taking off the duties on pearl
shells and sandalwood. 'By establishing a

Mint and th us affecting a saving to the miner.
By giving Land free to those willing to live
upon it and improve it. By lending the
agriculturist money on easy terms and at
a low rate of interest, to improve his home-
stead, and thus enable him to become a
permanent settler. By abolishing Customs
dutiest on many articles Of food in general
use, and not capable of being produced in
the colony. By giving postal and telegraph
facilities to all important centres,--by pro-
viding security to life and property,-by
establishing the machinery of Government
to the remotest confines of our territory, and
by many other mneans with the same object

[8 AueusT, 1895.] Estimates 1895-6.



560 Financial Statement.[A E BL.MdiaBll

in view. With the assistance of members of
this House and Parliament we wish to continue
our efforts gradually and surely Our object
in all these cases hbos been to make this colony
the happy and prosperous borne of many
thousands of our race by improving and
cultivating land that is now lying unutilised
and unproductive and making it produce food
and sustenance for ourselves and for others.

conclusiont.

Sir, I have now finished my task. I thank
hon. members for the attention they have
given to my remarks. It has been an easy and
pleasing duty to mue, feeling, as I do, that we
are only tegiuning our onward career. (Hear,
hear.) The future appears bright and full of
hope, but I need not tell hon. members we
have a great responsibility cast upon us.
That responsibility is to shape and fashion
the legislation of this country and the
institutions and industries of this country in
such n way that not only the pre-sent, but
alsofuature generations will benefit by our labors
and bless us. (Hearhear.) Per myself Ihave
no fear for the future. I believe that the
patriotism and wisdom of the people of this
country will provide for a course in the future
which will be honorable and prosperous
to us and to those who come after us.
I thank hon. mcmbers most heartily on behalf
of myself and my colleagues for the generous
support they have given us for so mnany years.
I thank hon. members of the Upper House for
their generous support also, because, Lsay
most heartily and truly that they have
given us a generous support from the day
we took office up to the present time. I
rejoice when I look round this House and
see so many who claim this colony as the
land of their birth. Many, too, I see who are
her eons by adoption, and all I hope and
believe are devoted to her service. I pray that
in the future this land of ours may always
be able to secure the best service of her
sons as well in the time of trouble as in
the day of prosperity. (Hear, bear.) I beg
now, Sir, to move the first item on the
Estimates.

MR. LEAKE: I beg to move that progress
be reported, and leave given to sit again on
Tuesday next.

Question put and passed.

Progress reported.

MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

1*1 conrwrst.

Bill passed without amendmenit and reported
to the House. Third reading made an order
of the day for Tuesday, August 13.

TARIFF ACT 1893 AMENDMENT BILL.

Ma. LEAKE moved for leave to introduce a,
Bill to amend the Tariff Act of 1893.

Tits PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrmat): Sir
I have not had time to give full attention to
this matter, but I would be glad if at this
stage you would give an opinion as to what is
the rule in regard to private members moving
for leave to introduce Bills, the sole effect of
which, if carried, would be to interfere with
the financial arrangements of the Govern-
went. The bon. member who has presented
this motion heard what I hare said to-night as
to the financial proposals of the Government,
and what I have to ask, Sir, is whether, when
the financial arrangements of the Govern-
ment have really been completed, it is
competent for any private member of this
House to bring forward a. motion of this sort
I do not think any Government could be satis-
faoctorily carried on if munch interferences as
the one proposed are poEsible. I say, Sir,
that such a movement as that of the hon.
member for Albany is unheard of in any
country. It is altogether an unheard of
thing for a private member to attempt to
interfere with the financi'tl arrangements of
the Government so far as they are contatined
in the Tariff. The Tariff is a question of
money, and one of carrying on the business of
the country. It is one of the questions which
must solely belong to the Excecutive. I do
not think a private member can introduce a
Bill to deal with the Tariff. Of course, I
know he could not introduce a Loan Bil, for
the reason that he would require a message
from the Governor, but he might as well
attempt to deal with any matter or internal
govern ment as attempt to deal with the Tariff.
I cannot possibly conceive how the hion, mem-
ber can be in order, unless his proposal is to
reduce duties.

Mn. Lszs: That is what it is.

TazR PREMIER (H1on. Sir J. ros-rest):
Well, whatever it is does not very clearly
appear. I think, Sir, that in connection with
this motion, it is proper I should inform the
House that I intend to resist it as forcibly as
I can, in every shape and form. I propose to
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resist the most unusual course attempted by the
hon. member for Albany. It is a most extra-
ordinary thing that he has only given notice
of this Bill now, when the Government, as he
well knows, have wade all their financia
arrangements.

Ma. Sianpow: But they are not carried
yet.

TnE PREM IER (Hon. Sir I. Forrest):t That
may be so. At any rate, what I consider should
be emphasised is that the House is absolutely
getting tired of this sort of motion. '1hey
are tantamount to want of confidence motions.
'The Government accepts the responsibility of
its financial arrangements, and it would not
be right to let the hon. member or anyone else
interfere in the way he proposes. He desires
to interfere with the work which is of all
things, more particularly that of the Execu-
tive. It appears to me that the hon. mnember
has only just now thought of this motion. -Re
has had two or three weeks in which to bring
the matter forward, and yet has never sug-
gested to this Honse that the matter was one
that should be dealt with. I say again that it
is unheard of in the history of any Constitu-
tional Government for a private memuber to
try and deal with such a question as the Tariff.
II have said that I intend to resist the attempt
of the hon. member in every way, and I trust
that the hon. members of this House will sup-
port me in that resistance. I would
like you, Ur. Speaker, to favor this
House with an opinion as to whether is is
competent for any private member to bring
in such a Bill as that proposed by the hon.
member for Albany.

TiiE SPE AXES: -£ have been asked whether
the hon member for Albany is in order in
seeking to introduce a Bill to deal with the
Tariff. I think that I cannot do better than
quote the remarks of a recognised authority
on Parliamentary Government. Todd, in deal-
ing with this subject, says: "The introdue-
"tion of a Bill or resolution for the reduction
"or repeal of an existing rate of taxation,
whether for fiscal purposes or for the reg-u-

"lation of trade, is a Parliamentary question,
"in which the Crown has no direct concern.
The strict right of a private member to take

"the initiative in such a proceeding can-
no;, therefore, be denied, and has

"been acknowledged of late years by
leading statesmen. It is, nevertheless,

"in the highest degree inexpedient underI
" Parliamentary Government for private meat-I

" bena to assume the responsibility of pro-
" posing such questions to Parliament." It
will be seen from this that I cannot say that I
am in a position to interfere with the hon.
membher, but I feel it to be my duty to inform
the House that in my opinion it would be
most impolitic for private members to attempt
to interfere with the financial arrangements
of the Government.

Ma. LEAKE: In consequence of the Ron.
the Premier having lashed himself into a
state of greet excitement with regard to this
notice of mine, I should like to explain to the
House that it is not a new matter by any
means. If the Premier will take the
trouble to look at the Votes and Proceed-
ings ef this House of only a few
days ago, he will see that a notice
was placed on the notice paper by
myself, having for its object the reduction of
the ad vaterein duties from 20 per cent. and 15
per cent,. to 10 per cent. On that occasion I
was, as you, Sir, are doubtless aware, ruled
out of order in trying to propese a new chause
having for its object the very object of the
Bill I am now endeavoring to bring before the
House. I say, further, that the suggestion of
the Hon. the Premier that this is a new matter
and that it is only the action of a private
member to interfere with the financial ax-
rangements of the Government is) not supported
by the facts of the sitation. I want to pro-
test against the Hon. thc Premier's insinua-
tions and put myself right with the hon. inem-
bers of this House. I desire to test in a pro-
per aned formal manner the feeling of the
House on this question of the reduction of
these particular duties. I am asking to-night
for leave to introduce a Bill, and if the action
of aprivate member in attempting to do this
is unusual, how much more unusual must it
be to seek to interfere with Tariff pro-
posals of a Government when they are broughit
in, and again how unusual must it be for a
Premier to oppose the introduction of a Bill.
I would ask the bon. gentleman whether, if be
seeks to be guided by Parliamentary custom,
as i do--and I am sure he should be actuated
by the same motives-he is doing the proper
thing in refusing leave to introduce a Bill
rather than follow the Parliamentary usage
and practice of allowing the Bill to come for-
ward in the ordinary course and then oppos-
ing it on i ts second reading. I shelU certainly
not withdraw the notice, because I have not
gone out of my way in bringing it forward
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bat have done so to teat the feeling of the
House on a question not really tested before.
When the I1Ion, the Premiei imuplies that the
notice has just been given and is aL new matter,
hea is either mistaken or forgetful, and he was
certainly most ruistaken in the observations he
hs wade to-night.

THE PREMIE]R (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): It
has taken you a long time to bring the matter
forward, at any rate. Why could not we have
had it weeks agoP

Motion put and negatived.

ADJOURNMIENT.
The House at 10'15 p.m. adjourned until

Tuesday, A ugust 13th, a t 4%39 I p'.s

1CfrgislIatrb e Asstenib!It,
Tuesday, 13th August, 1895.

Prepaynent of Press Alessages-Station and Goods
Shted at JMidland .Junctian-Tendels for- A en
Court Hanse at Nobi-Jq-an ky .4 tty
Addition-P1ost andi 2lgqrayh office at Nrse-
lan ton-Posti'py a Lot' etttos tit fle iny

Stations-Publlic Jinildings at Koiyooie.....
Qarantine Station at Alarefpornnsto
Police Pudidinys at .4/bal q-Albanm Ilospitad -
JiePositing of, Stone, 4cy., in limer at koch, lvay;
Select Conmmittees report-feelical Act Ailend-
7neut Bill: third reaeing-i~ertiisers and Err'Ung
Stuffs Bill: third reading-Eailceq, and Rgi-sAl-
meact Room"s Licentsiny Bill; in committee-
Duties on Estates of Deceased Persons ill.
second reading-Licensed Sun-tyops -Bill,-ey.9
lextire Council's aenne-Jri-dlIvoiuea's
Property Hill : second reading-Godfleds /jilt:
resened debate; second i'tceding-&Jisiutes- in

THE SPEAKElE took the chair at 4.30
o'clock P.M.

PREPAYMENT OF PRESS M ESSAGES.
Ma. LEAXE, in accordance with notice,

asked the Premier whether it was true that

the Telegraph Department mid declinied to
deliver Press messages from the oither colonies
unleers prepaid iand, if so, what was the
reason.

'ME PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) replied
that there had been aL difference between the
'lelegraph Department and one of the news-
papers in Perth, hut that the difference had
been amicably arranged,

STATION AND ClOUDS SHED ATIMll)LAND
JUNCJTION.

MR. LOTON, in accordance with notice,
asked the Commissioner of Railways whether
the Government intended to provide slaitable
sitation and goods shed accommodation ait the
junction of the Mlidland and Eastern Ril-
ways. If so, whoa tenders would be called for
the work.

Tan COMMWISSIOINER OF RAILWAYS
(Hen. H. W. Ven) replied in the affirmative
to the first part of the question ; and, as to
the secoind part, said plans were in hand, and,
whent funds were available, tenders wouild be
called for the work as early as possible.
TEN])ERs FOR NEW CoutRfurOUSE AT

NORTHAM1.
MR. PIESSE (for Mr. Tunosssxa4), in ac-

cordance with notice, asked the Director of
Public Works when tenders for the erection of
a new courthouse at Northam were likely to
he called for.

Tns DIRECJTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that tenders would
be called for after the Estimates were
passed.

ESPERANCE BAY JETTY ADDITION.

MR, HASSELL, in accordance with notice,

asked the Director of Public Works when the
addition to the Esperauce Bay Jetty was likely
to be finished.

'[ Hu DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that the timber For
the addition to the Esperance flay Jetty was

now ready for shipment at flunhulry, and the
work should be completed in four months.

POST1 AND TELEGIRAPH OFFICE AT~
NOESEAIANTON.

MRt. HASSEiLL, in aeccrdance with notion,
asked the Director of Pu blic Works whether
the Governmuent intended to place it sum on
the Estimates to build a post and telegraph
office at Norseman ton.
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS


